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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,

Taday, 151h Soptember, 1885.

Mr. PottMfer yeprhase of Inland Manl Service-
Mesag 0N. 1.Schedule to Loan Act ordered
to be conaidere with Message (No. 23): Public
Works, Immigration, Surveys, ad Roads and

rdge - Coosideristion of the too Xessages-
Id=ourot.

Tan SPEAKER took the Chair at
noon.

PRAYrns.

MR. POTTER'S OFFER TO TAKE OVER
INLAND MAIL SERVICE.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Eon.
Ml. Fraser) said that at the last sitting
of the House he laid on the table a paper
containing proposals from Mr. Potter, of
New South Wales, to take over from the
Government the Perth, Bunbury, and
Vasae inland mail service fop the sum of
£1,000 a, year, and to purchase the plant
which now belonged to the Government.
In the event of this offer being accepted,
there would be a saving on that line,
according to the Postmaster General, of
£2200 or £300 a year, besides which there
would be the saving in wear and tear as
regards rolling stock and live stock. It
was a qiestion which it would be well
for the House to consider whether these;
Royal Mail services, which now extended
from Perth to Albany, and from Perth
to Bunbury and the Vasse, should be
conducted, as they had been for the last
six years, by the Government. The
return furnished by the Postmaster
General also showed that the Albany
service was now being carried out at a
very considerable charge indeed, and
there could be no doubt that it was a
very expensive service, and that if it
were taken over it would result in a con-
siderable saving to the country. The
matter at any rate was well worthy of
the consideration of the House. Nearly
all hon. members were familiar with the
discussions that had taken place from
time to time -with reference to this Royal
Mail service. No doubt the circum-
stances of the colony had altered since
the present service was established, and
they had now an offer made by a man
who was well accredited from New South
Wales, and who had been in the coaching
trade, he believed, all his life. Mr.

Potter was prepared not only to take
over the Perth, Bunbury, and Vasa
line, but also-when he cane toknow a
little more about the colony-probably
the Perth and Albany line. At present,
however, he confined his proposai to the
former line. He had satisfied himself
that this line might be worked for £1,000
a year subsidy, and at the same time he
was prepared to take over the whole of
the Government plant on such conditions
as may be agreed upon. This was the
question which the Wouse was now asked
to express an opinion on. He did not
himself propose to move any resolution
on the subject; he wished the matter
considered at this time solely so that the
Governent might be in possession
generally of the views of the House en
the subject. [The hon. gentleman then
read the correspondence that had passed
between Mr. Potter and the Government,
and the Postmaster General's report, as
also the statistical return furnished by
the Superintendent of Police.] Mr.
Potter, ah said, would take over the
Perth-Eunbury and Perth.Vasse services
for a term of five years, and find two
resp6nuible men to go as sureties for the
dlue performance of the service. He
would be prepared to take it over on the
1st January, 1886, and to run the mails,
as they were run now, twice a week,
receiving for the same a subsidy of
£1,000 per annum. The Government
had maode some inquiries, by telegraph,
as to Mr. Potter's experience in postal
contracts in the colony of New South
Wales, and the reply they received
from the chief secretary of the General
Post Office was to the effect that Mr.
Potter had had several contracts with the
New South Wales Government and that
he always performed his work well.
The Postmaster General here (Mr.
Helmich) stated in his report that he
believed the saving to the department
would be no less than £500 per annum,
basing the estimate upon the expenditure
and receipts for the past eight months;
and he did not see why a private con-
tractor could not do the work as
efficiently as the Police Department now
performed it. The Postmaster General,
it would be seen, recommended the pro-
posal for favorable consideration, for
economical reasons. The House being
now in possessien of every information
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on the subject, it only remained for him,
in order to put himself in order, to
move, pro forid, "That it is desirable
"that the mail service between Perth,
"Bunbury, and Vasse should be let by
"contract."

MR. VENN said it appeared to him
that people from "the other side" had
only to make a proposal to this Govern-
ment and it was jumped at, at once.' He
hoped the House would pause before ke-
cepting this proposal. Some years ago
these mail services were conducted toler-

ably well, according to the Postmaster
General'report, but the public were not

satisfied with them; sand the Government
of the day considered it advisable to take
over the inland mail services into their
own hands, and, at the present moment,
this Bunbury and Vasse service was one
of the most efficient services that we bad.
It was of immense convenience to the
public, both on account of its regularity
and of its comfort; and he should be
very sorry indeed to see it altered. It
might be some slight charge on our
revenue, at the same time he should
regret to see it pass into the hands of a,
contractor, unless there were some very
stringent conditions attached to the con-
tract to ensure for the public the same
efficiency, regularity, and comfort as the
present service gave them. The Colonial
Secretary, in his opening remarks, said
the saving effected would be about £300
a year, and the Postmaster General said
it would be something like 4500 a year.
For his own part be considered that the
way in which the service was at present
performed was well worth that money to
the residents of the districts concerned,
and he thought it would be better to
sacrifice that amount than to fall back
upon the old contract system. He wished
to east no reflections on the old contract,
for in his opinion the amount at which
the contract was taken was too low to
ensure an efficient service. Again, he
would remark, if it was considered desir-
able to let the work be done by contract,
why give it to strangers from "the other
side"?P We had men in the colony per-
haps who would be able to do it equally
as well if not better than strangers, who
had had no experience in Western Aus-
tralia, and who would very likely be able
to do it at much less cost, and possibly
more efficiently.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser): The question before the
House is merely that the service be let
by contract.

MR. VENNI said he was altogether in
favor of conducting it as at present, un-
less he could see his way clear to an

equally efficient service by a contractor.
He wily saw Mr. Potter's proposals a

few minutes ago, and he hoped the House
would pause before committing itself to
them.

MR. S. H. PARKER said he had al-
ways himself been opposed to the Govern-
ment carrying these mail services, and
therefore be should certainly support the
resolution that the mails be carried un-
der contract with some person or persons.
He should do so on the full understanding
that the Government did not confine its
negotiations to Mr. Potter, but advertise
for tenders, giving due notice, and
making it a condition of the contract that
the contractor shall take over the Govern-

ment Plant at a certain valuation. He
quite agreed with the. hon. member for

Weligton that there was not the slight-
est reason for us to jump at every offer
made to us by persons coming here from
the other colonies. It seemed to him to
cast a slur upon the whole community to
let it go forth that there was nobody in
the colony capable of carrying out this
mail service. Let everybody who chose
to do so have an opportunity of tendering,
and let them all have fair play-under
such restrictions as the Postmaster Gener-
al may choose to impose, and with every
safeguard as to the efficient performance
of the service. He saw no reason himself
why the service should not be performed
as efficiently and as much to the atis-
faction of the public by a hired contractor
as by the Government;i and looking at
the fact that according to the Postmaster
General's report there would be a saving
of at least £2500 a year, he thought the
House was bound to adopt this resolution.

MR. BROWN did not think the reso-
lution went far enough. He did think
himself that it was desirable that
they should make a change from the
present system to that of private con-
tract, merely as a matter of principle.
For instance, if the proposal were that
the Government should first sell this
plant and then enter into a. contract with
some individual or company to* carry

283



this mail for one year, he himself would ivice was instituted merely as a hobby, by
be strongly opposed to it, for be should: a former Governor; and experience had
consider that the Government, having taught them that it was a most ex-
got rid of their plaint, would be very pensive way to do anything, to have
much at the mercy of the contractor, it done by the Government. He really
who, at the end of the year, would be thought the better way would be to have
master of the situation, and be able to these mail services carried out by con-
secure a very much larger sum for the tract and public competition, He h~ad
second year's contract. Therefore, he no doubt himself hut that they could get
submitted that this resolution did not go the service performed as efficiently in
far enough. It left the matter entirely the~t way, and at very much less expense
in the hands of the Government, with to the colony.
this declaration on the part of the House MR. LjAYM.AN said he did not rie to
that the present system should be put oppose the resolution, for he thought
an end to, and the contract system perhaps it was a very wise one, although
resorted to. Re tberefore had an he should like to say a few words as to
amendment to propose, which he thought the excellent way in which the Govern-
would meet the views of all parties. ment now carried on the service. He
The Colonial Secretary, he understood, could fully endorse what the hon. mem-
had simply placed his resolution before ber for Wellington had said on that
the Rouse ro formtt, and perhaps the point; and he hoped the Government in
hon. gentleman would have no objection their new arrangements would make a
to withdraw it. hard and fast agreement that the service

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. shall be carried out in the same efficient
hi. Fraser) said he had simply placed it manner as at present..
before the H3ouse -so that there should .Mn. MARMJON said it was his inten-
be something for the House to- go upon. tion to support the resolution. He had
He had. no objection to withdraw it in never viewed the present arrangemnent a
favor of the amendment. satisfactory one, of carrying the mails

Resolution, with leave, withdrawn. under what he might term the super-
MR. BROWN then moved the fol- vision of the Police Department. He

lowing resolution :-" That in the opin- found that so far back as 1879, when this
"ion of this House it is desirable alteration was first proposed, he spoke as
"that arrangements should be made to follows: " He felt disposed to oppose
"conduct by contract the rerth, Bun- "the motion on more than one ground.

"bury, and Vasse Mail Service, for a "Th the first place, he did not like
" term of five years, provided that the "divided responsibility between two de-
" fair value of the horses and plant at "partnents, such as the Postal and the
"present in use by the Government in "Police Departments, because of the
"connection with the said service can be "difficulty which this division of respon si-
"procured, and that a considerable say- "bility and of control would place in the

"lu~g over present cost can theireby be "way of ascertaing the actual cost of
"effected, and that an efficient service "the service. Hewas opposed to
"can be secured. Tenders to be publicly "the scheme, in the next place, be-
"called for the performance of the ser- " cause the dlay was not far distant
"vice." "swhen the colony would have to reduce

Mn. VENWN said they were introduc- "its expenditure in connection with the
ing this principle in adopting the reso- "police force, and the fact of the mails
lution,-that the Government could not "being conveyed by the police would
carry out the mail service, that the Gov- "furnish an argument against any
erment of the colony could not under- "reduction in that direction." That was
take the conveyance of its inland mails, what he said six -years ago, and he thought
as cheaply as a private individual could. a good deal of it might be said now. Of
If so, why not extend the same principle course they knew that instead of their
to our railways an~d to our telegraphs P police expenditure having been curtailed,

MR. WITTENOOM said he quite they had, owing to the extension of settle-
agreed in the principle of public corn- ment, which at that time was not con-
petition. The present Royal Mail ser- templated, had to increase the expenditure
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in connection with police protection; but,'beyond this fact, the arguments which he
made use of in 1879 applied with equal
force in 1885, as regards this dual system
of control. He found from the papers
before the House that the net cost of the
Southern mail service last year was about
£21,300, and it appeared from the memor-
andum of the Postmaster General that
the expenses of the current year would
be greater than they were last year. He
also found that, taking the two services
together-the Southern mail and the
Albany overland mail-the gross cost of:
the services last year, without deducting
receipts, was £4,893, and the estimated
gross cost for the present year was
£25,763. Therefore he thought the saving
that would be effected would be even
greater than the Postmaster General
anticipated. He thought there were
many reasons why the Police force
should be relieved from carrying the
mails. He thought it was quite possible,
if they examined the question carefully,
that-he did not say that such was
actually the case-but that it was quite
possible there might be some of the
stations on the Albany road that might
be done awvay with, if the mail service
were performed by contract. There was
also a gratuity of £150 a year paid to the
Superintendent of Police which might be
saved. So that, on a review of the whole
circnmstapces, he thought there would
be a considerable actual saving to~ the
colony, and there was no reason why at
the same time the efficiency of the service
could not be maintained. Hle thought
everybody was in favor of the proposal.
With regard to public competition, he
thought possibly it would be as well that
our own people, the residents of Western
Australia, should have an opportunity of
tendering for this work, though he was
quite willing to allow that by refusing to
entertain the application of one who had
had considerable experience in the other
colonies we might lose an advantageous
offer, in consequence of the delay that
must ensue in calling for tenders. He
would like, himself, to see the Albany
mail service included in this resolution .
He believed it would be advantageous to
the colony, and save the country a great
deal of money in the course of the next
five years.

Tna COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

MW Frase) sad it was quite competent
for the bon. member to move to add the
Albany overland service to the resolution.

SIR T. COCKBU RN -CAMPBELL
said he should strongly advise the hon.
member to pause before doing that, for
the Albany service was a totally differ-
ent one from the Bunbury service. It
was absolutely necessary that the mails
should be carried with great regularity
between Perth and Albany, and the line
was a very difficult line for a coach to
travel over; in fact, he did not believe
there were two other drivers in the
colony who could manage the carriage of
these mails as they were carried now
along this Albany line. As to being
able to do away with any of the police
stations on the line, he knew that just
as many would be required as at present;
and he fully believed himself if they in-
sisted upon the mails being carried with
the same regularity as at present, ad
with the same efficiency, it would cost
the colony rather more than less, if the
service were let by contract. Be would
ask the hon. member to pause, ad to
look into the matter more fully than he
had done yet, before including the
Albany service in the resolution.

Mit. STEERRE said he did not mean
to oppose the proposal, for he thought
they should endeavor to accede to any
proposal that would save expense, so
long as the efficiency of the service was
maintained; and he hoped that in any
arrangmets which the Government
may mkthey will insist that the
work shall be performed as efficiently at
any rate as at present; for those who,
like himself, knew bow it was conducted
formerl, when let by contract, were
aware how vastly superior the present
service was. The contract price, he
believed, when this Southern mail service
was formerly performed by contract, was
£800, but the mails were only carried on
horseback then between flunbury and
the Vasse; so that the sum now men-
tioned for the through service-Al,000 a
year-was certainly very reasonable com-
pared with what was formerly paid. If
it was intended to invite tenders for the
performance of the work, be thought it
would be very unfair to the person whose
proposals were now under discussion that
the price for which he offered to do the
work should be made public.
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Mn. MARMION said his principal

desire in wishing to have the Albany,
service let by contract was the fact that
we should have the same mnounat of
police supervision and contingent ex-
penses to provide for, as if the two
services were conducted as at present.
He thought if we adopted the contract

sY stem in the one case, it was highly
desirable we should do so in the other

case, provided the service did not suffer
by it.

Smx T. COCKEURN-CAMPEELL:-
It would suffer, without doubt.

The resolution was then put and passed.

SCKEDULE TO LOAN ACT i88m (MES.
SAGE No. 11); AND PUBLIC WORKS,
IMMIGRATION, SURVEYS. AND ROADS
AND BRIDGES (MESSAGFE No. 23).
THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS (Hon. 3. A. Wright) moved
that Message No. 23 (vid6 p. 104 ante) be:
taken into consideration in conj unction
with the report of the select committee
on His Excellency's other message (No.
11), relating to public works, immigra-
tion, survdys, and roads and bridges.

Agreed to.
MR. STEERS moved that the recom-

mendations of the select committee be
considered seriatim.

Agreed to.
Harbor Works at Fremantle, £105,000:
THE DIRECTOR 0OF PUBLIC

WORKS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said that
with reference to these works the com-
mittee had been guided by the paragraph
in His Excellency's Message, in which it
was stated that Sir John Coode was of
opinion that £30,000 would be a suffi-
cient sum to set aside under this head
for expenditure next year; and that,
until the report of Sir John Coode has
been received and examined, it was mani-
festly impossible to go beyond this mere
expression of opinion. The works could
not possibly be commenced until at all
eve'nts the latter end of next year; and
this £30,000 would go towards the neessary surveys and soundings, the paymn
of Sir John Coode's fees, and other inci-
dental expenditure.

Mu. MARMION asked the Director
of Public Works if be had. any idea how
long it would be before Sir John Goode's
report reached the GovernmentP

Tan DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Roen. J. A. Wright): Certainly
not before the mouth of March. I do
not suppose that the surveys and sound-
ings we are engaged on will be completed
before the end of this year, and these
will have to be sent to England to enable
Sir John Coode to prepare his designs.

Mn. MARMION: Then there is no
intention of having a special session of
the Council to consider Sir John Coode's
report?

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. 3. A. Wright): No, Sir;
I should imagine not.

The recommendation of the select corn-
nmittee was then adopted.

Geraldton letly Extenasion and Goods
Shed, £2,000:

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon- 3. A. Wright) said the
committee had come to the same con-
clusion with regard to the question of
jetty extension at Geraldton as it had
with reference to the harbor works at
Fremantle, namely, that, until Sir John
Goode had sent in his report respecting
the improvement of the Geraldton
harbor, it would be manifestly inadvis-
able to proceed with the jetty extension.
The committee therefore recommended
that this -work should stand over for the
present, pending the receipt of Sir John
Goode's report.

This was agreed to, without comment.
Derby Tramway and Jetty, £8,000:
Tax DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said that,
owing to the urgent necessity for pro-
ceeding with these works, they had been
put in hand in advance of the approval
of the Legislature, and the select com-
mittee was of opinion that the action of
the Government in the matter was, under
the circumstances, justifiable.

The House, without comment, endorsed
this opinion.

Don garra Jetty TEtensin, £2,000; Bus-
selton Jetty Extension, £22,000; Bunbury
Jetty Extension and Goods Shed, £2,500;
Albatny Jetty MEtension, £.1,500; Budla
Jetty, £2,000:

TaE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. 3. A. Wright) said the
select committee was of opinion that
these works should be commenced at as
early a date as possible, and that tenders
be called for them as soon as the neces-
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Eery plans and specifications could be
prepared.

This was agreed to, without discussion.
Increased Harbor Accommodation, etc.,

Carnanvon, £12,000:
THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said this
was an undertaking that could not be
put in hand until he had himself visited
the locality, and studied the requirements
of the place, which lhe intended doing by
the next steamer.

Completion of South Jetty, &remantle,
£2800; Rails for Jetties throughout the
colony, £21,750:

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Ron. J. A. Wright) said the
work on the south jetty at Fremantle
was being proceeded with, and would be
completed shortly; and that the rails
had already been indented for through
the Crown Agents, so that no time
should be lost.

Railway from York to Beverley and
from Spencer's Brook iwrthwards, £160-
000:

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. 3. A.Wright) said hon.
members were aware that the York-
Beverley line had already been com-
menced, with a view to its completion
forthwith, as arranged with Mr. Hordern
in his contract, Mr. Hordern's line
joining ours at Beverley. The works
were well forward, and would prob-
ably be finished early next year. The
total estimated cost of this line amounted
to £106,000, leaving only £254,000 avail-
able for any branch lines. The committee,
under the circumstances, baying very
carefully considered the question of the
route that would eventually most benefit
the district concerned, and having heard
the evidence of the settlers and the differ-
ent arguments brought forward in sup-
port of the rival routes, came to the
conclusion that the best solution of the
difficulty would be this: that a narrow
gauge (2ft.) line be constructed from the
Clackline station to Newcasle-which
line may hereafter, if at any time required
and the necessary funds be forthcoming,
be extended up the Toodyay valley; and
that the balance of the money now avail-
able, whatever that may be, be laid out
in a branch railway, of the ordinary gauge
(Sit. Oin.), from Spencer's Brook to
Northam, with the intention eventually

of continuing this line in a north-easterly
direction, when funds are available. The
committee, guided by the preponderance
of the evidence laid before them, came to
the conclusion that this would be the most
desirable plan to adopt. In the event,
however, of the balance in hand, after
constructing the Newcastle line, not being
sufficient for undertaking this line from
Spencer's Brook to Northam, the com-
mnittee, as an alternative proposal, recomn-
mended that a sum of (say) £1,000 be
expended in metalling and improving the
present road from Northam to Spencer's
Brook station, so as to make it serviceable
at all seasons of the year,

Mn. SHENTON said the House and
the country had been most grievously
disappointed upon finding that so large
an amount out of the £160,000 ap-
portioned for these railway undertakings
would be absorbed in the completion of
the York-Beverley line, which they were
now told would cost no less than £106,000.
Be was one of the committee to whom
this question of apportioning the loan
money was referred, last session; and
every hon. member would bear him out
when he said that they were informed at
the time by the then Director of Public
Works (Mr. Mason) that £80,000 would
be amply sufficient for the Beverley line,
which, it was said, presented no engineer-
ing difficulties whatever, beyond a bridge
across the Dale river. The committee
were led to believe that, if they ap-
propriated £160,000 for the two lines,
there would be a. balance of about
£80,000 available for any branch lines
northwards ; and this was the reason, and
the only reason, why the original estimate
was altered and the whole sum lumped
together. But now it appeared that the
Beverley line would swallow up no less
than £2106,000 before it was completed
and equipped, which, he must say again,
was most disappointing. Mr. Keane's
tender for constructing the line was
£259,878 9s. 4d., and it certainly was a
remarkable thing that the cost of con.
struction was over £6,000 more than the
tender of Messrs. Wright & Co. for
the second section from Guildford to
Chidlow's Well (Y53,043 10s. Od.)-
although the latter was a somewhat
longer line and presented some enor-
mous engineering difficulties, especially
in crossing the Darling Range, whereas
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tbe Beverley line presented no engineer.
ing difficulties at all. It was true that,
owing to unforeseen difficulties on the
second section, necessitating a deviation,
a further sum of £5,700 was voted for
that work-voted in the face of strong
opposition on the part of the then Com-
missioner of Railways (Mr. Thomas),
who considered that 'the contraoctor was
bound to carry out his contract, as
originally accepted ; but the fact re-
mained that the tender for the construc-
tion of the second section was over
£6,000 below the tender for the con-
struetion of the shorter line from York to
Bevei'ley. It was very strange that
there should be this discrepancy; and
they were now told that instead of
,280,000, the original estimate, the cost
of completing and equipping the Beverley
line would come to £106,000, and conse-
quently the calculations of the members
of that House had gone astray altogether.
He thought there were two items in this
sum of £2160,000 which, in justice to the
branch lines, ought not to be a charge
against that vote. The rolling stock,
which would be required for the whole
length of the line, ought not to be
charged against this -particular section.
Far too large a proportion of the cost,
in his opinion, was charged against this'
short line. There was a supplementary
vote of £15,000 asked for in connection
with the Eastern Railway, in addition to
this loan, and he thought that under the
circumstances a considerable proportion
more should be appropriated for the
branch lines. It was handicapping these
lines unfairly. Until the Beverley
section came to be connected with
Mr. Hordern's line, there would be
hardly any traffic upon it: he sup-
posed a train a. day would answer

eeypurpose, and that would not carry
muhfreight. The permanent way,

agan: he -noticed that the Engineer-rn-
Cef apportioned another £21,000 over

and above the estimate of the late Com-
missioner for this purpose; but he (Mr.
Shenton) was in hope that this amount
would not be required. When the ten-
der was accepted for the rails for this
section tbe price in the market was as
low as it could be, and the Crown Agents
were able to make a most advantageous
contract for the conveyance of the rails
from England to Fremantle. Therefore

he thought there would be a eonsi~erable
saving on this item. Then, again, a sum
of £3,000 was put down for compen-
sation. In view of the recent decision
given by the Court of Appeal as regards
the ri ghts of owners of hand to compen-
sation, he hardly saw how such a large
amount as this would be required for
compensation on the railway line.
With the exception of a short distance in
the town itself the line went through
country land, and the Court of Appeal
had decided that the State was not
necessarily bound to pay the owners of
such land compensation when resumed
for railway purposes. He therefore hoped
there would be a saving also on this
item. It would be his duty, as the mem-
ber representing the districts more im-
mediately concerned in the branch lines,
to watch this 'expenditure most care-
fully, and to see that the amount voted
was appropriated solely to the construc-
tion of the York-Beverley line and
the branches northward, and not spread
over the whole length of the line.
With regard to the question of route,
the committee had a large amount of
evidence before them; there was a great
deal of correspondence, and there were
delegates sent down from each district;
but the general wish, so far as he under-
stood it, was that if there should be
sufficiebt funds available to carry the
railway from Spencer's Brook to New-
castle, vid Northam, on the present
gauge, that this would be the best way
to meet the difficulty. As the Engineer-
hn-Chief had suggested, a light line from
the Olackline would answer present pur-
poses, and it would be available for fur-
ther extension. It appeared from what
the Engineer-in-Chief told them that the
insurmountable difficulties which they
had been told and led to believe existed
between the Clackline and Newcastle did
not exist at all. He thought it was
much to be regretted that this infor-
mation was not before them when this
question came before them on a previous
occasion. As to the Spencer's Brook
line, he thought himself that the best
plan would be to cross the Avon exactly
opposite Spencer's Brook, and carry the
line as near Northam as the funds avail-
able would enable themn to do. This
would not only bring North am itself
within two or three miles of railway comn-
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munication, it would also enable a large ig a Lliputian railway might answer the
number of settlers and also a large purpose there. But it was a very differ-
agricultural area lying between 1,orthani ent thing to have a branch of our Eastern
and York to take advantage of the rail- 'Railway constructed on a narrower gauge
way. They had already voted C800 for than the ordinary gauge, on our main
a bridge at Wilberforce; but bethought, central line. He thought it would be a.
if it should be decided that the rail- great pity and a great mistake to con-
way shall cross the Avon opposite Spen- strict this branch line of the paltry
cer's Brook, this bridge at Wilberforce width of 2 feet. He was quite sure in
would not be required, and that the his own mind it would be found totally
money should be devoted to the bridge inadequate for the requirements of the
at Spencer's Brook, which would be district, and that it would be found
of far more service and benefit to the necessary to have the line reconstructed
settlers in the neighborhood. He thought on a wider gauge. It had been said that
that a bridge in that locality would ithe line, if it did not answtr the purpose
meet the circumstances of the case and meet the traffic requirements, might
for the present. Still, he must repeat Ibe taken up and remove~d to some other
that he regretted very much that part of thk, colony. All that involved
owing to the misleading information e xp ense, twice incurred, which would be
which the House had before it last a larer expendit~ure than the cost of
session, there was not such a large adopting a wider gauge in the first
amount available for this line as they instance. He should regret exc4dingly
were then led to believe there would be. if the House decided to break the

MR. LOTON said the mere fact of present gauge, at any point on the
metalling the road would be of no use to Eastern Railway, or upon any of its
the Northam people, unless they had a feeders. It meant a transhipment of
bridge to enable them to cross the river, every ton of goods brought down by the
This would be absolutely necessary to narrower gauge, different rolling stock,
enable them to get to the station at all. and other drawbacks, which would lead

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. to great inconvenience. Though en-
Me. Fraser) said he wished to make a. few tirely in favor of the idea of adopting the
remarks with reference'.to the proposal narrower gauge, merely as an experiment,
to adopt a 2-foot gauge for the branch in any part of the colony where it would
liue to Newcastle. The present gauge not form a. branch of a wider line, he
upon our Government lines (3 feet 6 must say again he thought it would be a
inches) was itself a narrow gauge, but it very great mistake, and he should be
was the same as that adopted on the very sorry to see it adopted .in connee-
New Zealand lines, and he might almost tion with any of the existing Government
say that he had been instrumental in lines.
introducing it here. But, when a few Mn, BURGES concurred with the
years ago, he had an opportunity of Colonial Secretary, as to the inexpediency
travelling over a great portion of the of adopting a. 2-foot gauge, which he con-
New Zealand lines and the Tasmanian sidered a most absurd idea. When they
lines (which were of the same gauge), he got this line to Newcastle, they would he
found there was a. general feeling in in the midst of a. large agricultural area,
those colonies that a mistake bhad been and, should the line be extended up the
made in adopting so narrow a gauge as" Toodyay valley, and on to Victoria
3 feet 6 inches. But here he found it Plains, this narrow gauge would be
was proposed to adopt a 2-foot gauge- totally useless. He thought the House
which would be a mere toy railway, a ought to pause, and consider this matter
doll's line. A similar proposal was made most seriously before agreeing to a break
by the committee to adopt that gauge for of gauge, on any branch of our Govern-
the Bunbury line, and, so far as he was meat lines.
concerned, he was not inclined to offer THE ENGINEER-IN-C'HIEF (Hon.
any opposition to that; for that line J. A. Wright) said the question was not
would not connect-at present at any the question of the superiority or in-
rate-with any other Government line; feriority of one gauge over another, or of
and perhaps the experiment of introduc- the advisability of adopting a 2-foot
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gauge instead of a wider one-the ques-
tion was simply one of ways and means,
and of adapting ourselves to circum-
stances. We had to cut our coat
according to our cloth. The committee
was anxious as far as possible to serve
the two districts, and, if there were not
sufficient funds available to carry out
what thywould all wish to see
carriedout, they must do the best
they could with the money at their
command; that was all. Of course he
was quite free to admit that all the disad-
vantages pointed out by the Colonial
Secretary presented themselves in the
adoption of this narrow gauge; at the
same time, this 2ft. line would accom-
mnodate a vast amount of traffic-quite
sufficient at any rate to meet present re-
quirenments. Personally he objected very
muclh to a break of gauge, but in this
case there was nothing else for it, if they
were going to accommodate the two dis-
tricts.

MR. STEERE said it appeared to him
that the decision which the select com-
mittee bad arrived at was somewhat in-
consequenitial. They recommended a
narrow gauge for the Newcastle line, but
that the other branch line should be of
the ordinary gauge. He thought him-
self that the line to Newcastle ought not
to be undertaken at all; for, in the first
place, it would go through most worth-
less country, he believed, the whole of
the way, and when it got to Newcastle it
would get into country that was almost
entirely in the hands of private owners,
the same as about York. On the other
hand, the line to Northam, as projected
on the map, would tap a great deal of
good land which was in the bands of
small occupiers; and, for his own part,
he should much prefer to see the whole
of the available hinds, after paying for
the Beverley line, devoted to the con-
struetion Of the flune from Spencer's
Brook to Northam.

Tr ENGINEER-TN.CHIEF (Hon.
J. A. Wright) submitted that there was
nothing at all inconsequential in the
recommendations of the committee.
The Newcastle line would probably' re-
main for some time to come a branch
line, and for that reason a narrow gauge
line had, under all the circumstances,
been suggested; but the other line
would probably hereafter become a con-

tinuation of the main trunk line, and
therefore the committee recommended it
should be of the ordinary gauge.

MR. S. H. PARKER asked whether
the select committee, when making these
recommendations, involving the construc-
tion of two separate lines, bad paid any
attention to the Loan Act and the
schedule? The only provision made in
that Act was for " a railway from
Spencer's Brook northwards," but the
committee not only recommended that
the line should extend in another direc-
tion, they also contemplated building
two separate and distinct lines.

ME. WITTENOOM said the corn-
mittee was appointed to consider how
the money could be most advantageously
spent for the good of the country; and
the bon. member for Perth's hair-
splitting would, he thought, suit the
atmosphere of a court of law rather than
the atmosphere of a deliberative as-
sembly.

ME. BURT said that the Governor's
message as well as the Loan Act only
contemplated "a line from Spencer's
Brook northwards," the route of which
line His Excellency said remained for the
House to determine. It appeared to him
that the select committee had not so much
as looked at. the Loan Act, otherwise they
would never have proposed to do what
this report recommended.

MR. LOTON said the objection to the
recommendations of the committee to
have two lines was a purely technical ob-
jection. His Excellency in his message
told them that, in deciding the question
of routes, the House should be guided
by the views of the Engineer-in-Chief,
and the wishes of the inhabitants of the
different districts. As for ay technical
difficulty, in viewv of the precise wording
of the Loan Act-he presumed that could
be got over by legislation; and the Gover-
nor in his message told them that, when
the routes had been determined, bills
authoi'ising the construction of the rail-
ways would be brought forward.

MR. BURT was strongly against the
adoption of a 2ft. gauge, which seemed
to him a monstrous proposal. It was
evidently not the result of an unpre-
judiced consideration of the whole
question, but a compromise brought
about by the pressure brought to bear
upon the comnnittee by the various wit.
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nesses who were examined before them.
Happily that House was free from all.
such influences, and could view the mat-
ter without fear or favor, and without
prejudice or embarrassment whatever.
He did not mean to say that any member
of the select committee was personally
prejudiced; but, with the views of the
Newcastle settlers dinned into their ears,
the committee found that the only way
out of the difficulty was to provide two
lines.

THm ENGINEER-fI-CHIEF (Hion.
J. A. Wright), replying to the strictures

passed upon the committee for rcom-

'ridiculous"- ssaid it might Surprise some
hon. members to learn that there was a,
flourishing line at Festiniog, in North
Wales, upon which there was a very large
amount of traffic, the gauge of which was
Only ift. l1-jin.

Mnt. BURT: Does it follow a~ St. 6in.
line P

THE ENGINEER-TN-CHIEF (Hon.
J. A. Wright): It follows upon a. 4ft.
8-,Lin. line. This narrow gauge line is
fj;und to answer all the requirements of
a. thriving mineral district.

Mn. BROWN, while admitting there
was much to be said in favor of our pres-
ent gauge as compared with a 2ft. gauge,
said the question which the committee
had to consider was how this money
could be expended so as to secure the
greatest good of the greatest number,
In no other way than by adopting
the narrow gauge could the object of the
committee have been attained, and the
interests of the countr y served. Such
being the ease, and seeing that they had
the authority of the head of the depart-
ment that a narrow gauge line -would
answer the purpose, that it would cost
much less to construct and to equip, and
to work, than a wider gauge line, he
thought the committee were quite
justified in the conclusions which they
had arrived at.

Mit. MARMION thought that those
bon. members who cavilled at the con-
clusions of the committee were in duty
bound to propose something better, if
they could, and show them some other
way out of the difficulty As to the
technical objection raised by the hen.
member for Perth, in connection with

the Loan Act, he would point out that
when His Excellency addressed the
House last session on the subject of the
schedule of this Loan Bill, His Excel-
lency, referring to the question of
railways, evidently contemplated a line to
Newcastle and North am, and specifically
mentioned those two places , and also
estimated the cost of the works at
£92,000-showing that the original
intention evidently was to serve both
districts; but as it was impossible at
that time to fix a separate amount for
each line, the two were lumped together.

Mn. BROWN pointed out that the
two districts combined would provide
more traffic than York itself. There was
more land under cultivation and avail-
able for cultivation, and a much larger
number of sheep, cattle, and horses in
the Newcastle and Northam districts
than in the York district; and he
thought the committee had acted wisely
in endeavoring to provide for the require-
ments of the two districts, so far as
possible. As to the hon. member for
Murray's sweeping charges against the
committee, as to their not having read the
Loan Act, he might tell the hon. mem-
ber that not only did they read the Loan
Act and the schedule of the Loan Act,
they also carefully considered this very
point, as to the power which they had,
and which the Rouse had, to adopt
the suggestion embodied in the report;,
and they came to the conclusion that
there was Dot the s;lightest occasaion in
the world to sacrifice the interests of the
colony to a mere technical difficulty-
and it was nothing but a technical
difficulty. He would tell the hon.
member something more. There were
on that committee persons who were
members of the Legislature last year,
and of the select committee of last
year that drew up the schedule of this
Loan Act; so that they had a pretty
good knowledge of what had been the
intention of the Legislature last year
when it put down the words referring to
the extension of the line "1 Spencer's
Brook northwards." The House did its
best last year to declare definitely where
the line should go, but it was unable to
do so, with the information then at its
command. He admitted that on that
occasion they were under the impression
that it would be impracticable to take
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the line hrorn Clackline to Newcastle- to the Governor, praying that when ten-
for there was a general desire last year ders were called for the construction of
that it should go that way. This year the third section, supplementary tenders
the committee found, from the inquiries might also be called for the construction
made, that a line in that direction was of the branch line then in course of sur-
practicable, and this discovery altered vey from Clackline to Newcastle. That
the circumstances of the case; and the was seconded by the hion. member for
committee, having arrived at the con- Perth; and the Colonial Secretary
elusion that it would be best in the agreed in the expediencv of the proposal.
interests of the colony to recommend By request, however, his motion was
what they now did recommend, came to withdrawn, until the survey was corn-
the determination that they would not pleted. That was in the early session of
sacrifice the interests of the colony, as he that year. In August, the Corn-
had already said, to a mere technical missioner of Railways, in reply to a
difficulty. The committee considered question which he then put about
that, if an Act should be necessary to this survey, said that from a, sec.
enable them to divert the money, the tion of the proposed route by Mr. Wil-
Governmnent and that House would take son it appeared that the line was a very
good care to adopt that course. When bad line indeed-so bad, in fact, that the
the lion, member said that a 2-foot gauge Commissioner said he would never
was a bad one in the interests of the recommend it to be cardied out, as the
colony to adopt, the hion. member was of working expenses would be enormous.
course entitled to his own opinion. The Commissioner also said that he
It was admitted on all sides that thought it would be better if the line
there was a great deal of. force in were carried to Northam and perhaps
the statement, and, for his own part, Irish Town, and from there along the
he admitted that he preferred the river to Newcastle. " This," he said,
present gauge, and saw considerable ob- " would double the distance, but hie did
jections to a break of gauge. But " not think it would cost very much
it was impossible to serve the largest "more than the direct line from Clack-
number of the inhabitants of these I " line to Newcastle." When the select
twvo districts, with the amount of Icommittee on the Loan Schedule sat last
mioney att their disposal, anything Iyear they had this information before
like so well in ally other way than them, and also the opinion of Mr. Mason,
that proposed by the. select committee, the Commissioner,' who bore out Mr.
Such beinig the case, and seeing thatiThomas's statement as to the insur-
they h ad the authority of the Commis- mountable difficulties of the line between
sioner of Railways himself that a narrow Clackline and Newcastle. Such being
gauge line could be worked at very much the case, the committee at that time had
less cost than a broader gauge, the corn- no other course open to them but to fall
mittee, he thought, acted w 'isely in ar- back upon the Spencer's Brook line, and
rivingz at the decision which it did. the House voted the money for the con.
Surely it was in the interests of the struction of a line from that point north-
main line that it should have the traffic wards. But, since then, a fresh survey
of the Newcastle district. There was had been made by the present Engineer-
already a good road to Northam at cer- in-Chief, and the result had proved that
tain seasons of the year, so that, whether! the statements made by his two pre-
they constructed a branch line or not, decessors were without foundation, and
the main line would get the Northami that a practicable route had been found.
traffic. He begged to move: " That, in He was somewhat surprised to hear the
"'the opinion of this House, it is desir- Istatements of the Colonial Secretary and
"able that a railway of 2ft. gauge should of the hon. member for the Murray,
"be constructed from Clackline to New- totally conning narrow gauge rail.

"castle." ways He should like to know what ex-
Mn. $RENTON said that, in 1883, periencesthe Colonial Secretary had had of

when the question of the extension of the narrow gauge railways, or what ex-
Eastern Railway was before tbc House, perience the hion. mnember for Murray
he moved that an address be presented J ever had of narrow gauge lines. Surely
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they must admit that the Engineer-in-
Chief bad had rather more experience in
railway matters than they had; and the
Engineer-in-Chief told them that these
narrow gauge lines bad been worked with
success elsewhere. He thought that in a~
matter of this kind, when they were
bound down to a certain amount of
money, their object should be to afford
the greatest amount of facilities they
could to the country districts. In doing
that, he thought the committee had
acted very wisely.

MR. S. H. PARKER said that in ad-
dition to a railway, it was proposed to
have a road and a bridge. What right
had tbey to divert this Hune and to convert
it into two lines instead of one, and also
to make roads and bridges out of this
money ?

MR. IJOTON said it was patent to
the members of the select committee-
the facts were undeniable-that a line
from Spencer's Brook to Northam would
not and could not serve the inhabitants
of the Toodyay Valley, where there was
a large amount of laud fit for any
cultivation. What they bad to look to
in railway matters was the greatest good
of the greatest number, and therefore it
was that the committee found it neces-
sary to recommend two lines. As to the
difference of gauge, the committee con-
sidered that the Northam line would be
the main trunk line hereafter, and hence
they recommended the ordinary gauge for
that line. He would sooner vote for no
line at all than for a narrow gauge line
to Northam. He knew the country that.
was to be served by these two branch
lines well, and he had no hesitation in
saying that a light line to Newcastle and
the proposed extension would be more
advantageous and more profitable for
the next half-a-dozen years than a line
from Spencer's Brook alone, so far as the
money available would take it.

MR. SHENTON said it was decided
at a. meeting held at the Katerine the
other day, by the residents of the dis-
trict, that the interests of the district
would be best served by tbis light line,
and a short road to Northarn.

MR. HARPER said it appeared to
him that a great deal of the discussion
that had taken place had been as to
whether they should follow the dictates
of common sense or adhere to the strict

letter of the law. He thought that the
principle which should guide them in
this matter was, what would best serve
the interests of the country; and, know-
ing as he did something of the country
through which these lines would run, he
wished to point out what had been so
far overlooked. To the east and south-
east of Northam there was almost as
much land as to the north and north-east
-a fact that had been ignored altogether

sfa.By constructing a short line to
Newcalstle, they tapped not only what
little traffic Newcastle itself could offer,
but also all the surrounding agricultural
district, and the country behind New-
castle.

MR. BURT thought there was nothing
to be gained by prolonging the discus-
sion, and the shortest way to a solution
of the question would be to go to a divi-
sion. Before doing so he had an amend-
ment to move, which was this: "That,
" in the opinion of this House, it would
" be most inadvisable to break the gauge

." of the present Government railways,
"and the proposal of the select corn-
"m iittee that a gauge of 2ff. should be
"adopted from Clack line to Newcastle is
"not approved by this House."

'The committee divided upon this
amendment, with the following result:

Ayes ...

Noes ...

8
.- ... - 10

Majority against ... 2

Ayes.
Mr.Bares

Cmr.rthar
Mr. L'ayman
Xr, Molin
Mr. Parker
Air. Randall
Xr. stee
Mr. Hurt (Tened).

Noes.
11r. Brokan
Mr. Gases
Mr. Harper
Mr. L&ot..
Mr. Kn~mcn
Mr. Paene
Mr. Shaeton
Mr. Va..
Mr. wittepoom
Hon.J. A.Wright(Tfle,i).

The original resolution was then put
and carried.

MR. BROWN then moved the follow-
ing resolution :-" That in the opinion of
"this House, if after the constmuction of
" the Clackline-Neweastle Railway a
" sufficient sum of money is available
" from the vote in the schedule to the
"Loan Act, 1884, for 'Railway from
"Spencer's Brook northwards,' a branch
" railway upon the ordinary gauge should
" be made from Spencer's Brook to
" Northam, or, in the event of available
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" funds being insufficient for this purpose,' on the spot, to take the evidence of local
",a sumn of about £21,000 should be ex- people acquainted with the two routes,
"pended in metalling and improving the and finally to decide upon the route to be
"present road from Northam to Spen- adopted.
"cer's Brook station, so as to make it; Mn. SHENTON thought the coin-
"serviceable at all seasons, anid that in Imittee were unanimous as to one point,
"this ease a railway bridge should, if Inamely, that this work should be taken in

"practicable, be constructed across the' hand as soon as possible, and that there
":Avon opposite the Spencer's Brook should be no delay beyond that which
"station.' The hon. member said he was absolutely necessary in determining

had added the latter part of the resolu-' the route that ought to be followed.
tion ait the request of the hon. member I MR. S. H. PARKER presumed the
for Toodyay, who had already advocated Commnission, after taking evidence, would
the construction of this bridge, and report to the House, and that the final
pointed out the convenience it would decision would rest with the Legislature.
afford. ITHE: ENGINERIN-CHIEF (Hon.

MR. SHENTON said the metalling of J. A. Wright): No, sir. If the House
the road and the construction. of a rdenow approves of the appointment of this
just opposite the station would met h Commission and thus adopts the recoin-
requirements of the district and stfymendation of the select committee, the
the Northam people, pending the exten- Commission will decide finally which of
sion of the line to Northiam. the two routes shall be adopted. The

Tir COMMISSIONER OF RAIL- House must either be content 'with that,
WAYS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said hie was or have a special session, or let the work
Dot prepared to express any opinion at wait until the House meets again next
present with regard to the proposed year.
bridge. The recommendation of the committee

MR. MARMION amid he should only was affirmed.
support the proposition as to the bridge Railway from Bunbury to the Timber
on the understanding that it was to be a Ranges, £40,000:
railway bridge. It would hardly be fair Mn. VENN moved that the recoin-
to divert railway fnds for the purpose of indation of the majority of the select
constructing an ordinary bridge, committee as to this work be adopted.

The resolution was then put and passed. The committee had reported as follows:
Tramway Road, Hfarbor Accom~modat ion "Upon the question of this railway there

and Improvements, Cossackc and Roebourne, Lb"as been considerable difference of
X20,000: "opinion, some members of y'our come-

Tun DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC "mittee opining that it would be well
WORKS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said the "that this line be constructed throughout
committee baa been unable to come to "on the land grant system, others that
any conclusion as to these works, pending "the construction should be postponed
his approaching visit to the North, to "till the next sitting of Council. The
examine into the requirements of the "majority, however, consider that, in
district, and the probable cost of the ":Justice to this part of the colony, it is
works. "desirable that the work provided on

Railway fr-on Oeraldton to Greenought, "the Loan Schedule be taken in hand at
£260,000: "as early a date as possible. Further,

THEF DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC "that the route be taken along the lower
WORKS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said he "line in the direction of Boyanup, as
regretted the committee had been unable " shown by the blue line on the cartoon
to decide upon the much-vexed question " map produced, and that the line be con-
of the proper route for this railway, not " structed on the narrow gauge (2' (") so
having sufficient information before them. "1as to car it tbe greatest distance
The committee therefore recommended "possible wit the funds available."
that, as soon as possible after the close of This was the recommendation which he
the present session of Council, a Com. now asked the House to adopt.
mtission should be appointed by His THE CO3MSSIONER OF RAIL.
Excellency to examine into the question, WAYS (Hon. J. A. Wright) thought it
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would be as well, in dealing with thisI
question, that the House should also
consider the proposals which were before
it for the construction of land grant rail-
ways.

MR. STEERE thought so too. It'
algeared to him very desirable that they
should first dispose of the laud grantI
proposals, of which there were three
before the House.

MR. BROWN considered that each of
those proposals ought to be considered
upon its merits, and it would not be fair
to the Bunbury district to decide this
question by a side issue. At present
the only question before them was the
construction of this line out of public
funds.

MR. VENN moved that the considera-
tion of the question be postponed until
next day.

Agreed to.
Branch line, Eastern Railway, opposite

Perth Racecouree, £C2,000:
THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said the
committee were of opinion that it was
most desirable that this branch line
should be constructed at once, so as to be

openfor traffic at the approaching race
metng. Tenders had already been in-

vited for the work.
MR. S. H. PARKER moved that the

item be confirmed.
Mn. SHENTON expressed a hope that

the amount appropriated would be
strictly adhered to, and that nothing
would be taken out of the Eastern Rail-
way vote for this work.

The motion was agreed to.
Telegraylw, £48,150:
THiE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said the
committee recommended that all the tele-
graph lines included in the Loan Sched-
ule should be taken in hand as soon as
possible. The Breaksea island telegraph
had been completed, with the exception
of the land lines to connrect the cable
laid between the island and the mainland,
for which tenders had already been
invited. The committee bad before them
the question of the advisability of
employing telephonic instead of tele-
graphic communication on Some of the
projected lines-notably on that between
Bridgetown and Bunbury; but, as it
appeared that special legislation would

be necessary for this, the question had to
be left in abeyance.

The item was agreed to, without dis-
cussion.

WORKS AND BUILDINGS:
Oust wz and Whzarf Arrangements, Fre-

mantle, X5,000:
THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said the
committee recommended that this item
and the item " Post Office and Post-
master's Quarters, Fremnantle, X3,000,"
be treated as a whole instead of sep-
arately as in the Schedule, thus making
a sum of X8,000 disposable for the two
works. By ths arrangement the corn-
mnittee considerieduthat any economy that
could be effected in the one would
be available towards perfecting the
other.

MR. BROWN said that legislation
would probably be required for the piu--
pose of amalgamating the two items,
otherwise the Government might Say.
that a mere resolution of the House was
not a sufficient authority for merging
the two items into one.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said it was
not proposed to devote any more money
than bad already been appropriated for
the two works, and to treat them as one
might prove a more economical arrange-
ment. Hon. members were aware that
no detailed estimates were prepared when
the various amounts were placed on the
Loan Schedule for the several works
enumerated therein. Certain lump sums
were set apart for this or that work, and
there was nothing at the time before the
House to guide it in coming to a con-
clusion as to what the precise cost of
any of these works would be.

MR. BURT said there appeared to him
to be a certain amount of injustice
involved in the proposal to treat these
two items as one. There were other
works included in the schedule for which
the money appropriated would not be
anything like sufficient-the Mandurah
breakwater, for instance: why should
not that work be lumped with some vote
which was likely to prove more than
sufficient to carry out the work for which
it had been appropriated? If the
principle was a good one, and an
economical one, in the one case, it was
equally so in the other.
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WORKS (Hon. 3. A. Wright) said the WORKS (Hon, J. A. Wright) said that
two cases referred to were not at all sooner or later, and that in a very short
analogous; the Fremantle buildings were time, the accommodation at the public
part and parcel of one scheme, whereas offices would have to be increased, and it
the Mandurah breakwater was connected would be by far the most economical way
with none of the other works projected, to provide for the work at once, otherwise

The recommendation of the committee it might entail a much greater expend-
was agreed to. iture, if a portion of it were done now

Post and Telegraph Officesr, PerthA, and another portion some other time.
£10,000: It would be much better to treat the

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC design as a whole.
WORKS (Ron. J. A. Wright) said the MR. WITTENOOM objected alto-
committee bad examined the plans and gether to the words "from any other
designs for these buildings, submitted by sources," in the committee's recommen-
the Public Works Department. The dation. They said the whole scheme
designs provided for the completion of ought to be carried out if the necessary
the public offices as a whole, and eon- funds could be obtained "from any other
templated an expenditure of £16,825; source." If there should be any surplus
but, unfortunatelyj the amount included funds available from any other source,
in the Loan Act (£210,000) would only there were plenty of other works far
suffice to erect the Post and Telegraph more desirable and certainly far more
Offices, -which the committee approved necessary than public offices, upon which
should be done. The eommittee, how- to expend the money.
ever, considered it most desirable, on the Mn. BROWN said the suggestion was
ground of economy, that the whole that the money should be taken out of
scheme should be carried out as designed, general revenue, if the state of the public
if the additional1 funds could be procured fiances warranted it, and afterwards
from any other source. recoup it out of a loan to be raised on

MR. BROWN said he imagined that some future occasion. He thought it
the intention of the committee was, that, very desirable that these offices should
if the Government found its revenues be completed as a whole, especially when
increase as the hon. member for Pre- the head of the Works Department urged
mantle and himself anticipated, the upon them the necessity of providing
Government should ask the Finance increased accommodation.
Committee for the money to complete Mm. STEERE said he was strongly
these offices right off, without further opposed to the expenditure of anything
reference to the House. more than £210,000 on these buildings,

Mn. VENN said that at present he simply because we had not got the means
-was uot in favor of spending such a large to spend any more. He deprecated this
sum of money on these public offices; reckless style of expenditure.
and, if the designs prepared provided Mn. S. H. PARKER said he certainly
sufficient accommodation, he thought should not vote one single penny as a
£10,000 quite enough to spend upon member of the Finance Committee for
them. He thought at any rate they these offices, unless the money was placed
should confine themselves to that on the Estimates, in the same way as had
expenditure for the present, leaving the been done with the votes for immigration,
question of extension for a future time. surveys, and roads and bridges.

A. S. H. PARKER said the Govern- Mna. B3ROWN said he had 'merely
wnent would never spend this £410,000 raised the discussion so that the Govern.
before next ession, and he therefore saw ment might see what the intention of the
no necessity for voting any more at House was in the matter. The Govern-
present. He objected altogether to the went might consider, a few months
Finance Committee being called upon to hence, that they were authorised to
sanction such a large extra expenditure expend this extra £6,825; and he thought
as £6,000 or £7,000: it was never there ought to be some distinct resolution
intended that the Committee should have on the subject.
t5ueh at powcr. Mu, STEE'RE said he should like to
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know whether the Director of Public and, while approving generally of this,
Works considered that it would be they thought that the erection of a ban-
competent for him, under the present queting hail should be the first charge on
resolution, merely affirming this para- the money set apart for Government
graph in the committee's report to House-as was always contemplated.
expend more than £10,000 upon these ISo soon as this had been done, the en-
offices ? trance lodge might be taken iii hand out

THE DIRECTOR OP PUBLIC of any surplus, should there be ainy.
WORKS (Hon. J. A. Wright): No; I MR. S. H3. PARKER said lie should
do not. ilike to ask the committee from what

The question was thou put-That the isource they derived this inlformattion,
committee approve of the construction of that it had always been contemplated to
Post and Telegraph Offices, at Perth, at have a banqueting ball erected out of
a cost of £C10,000. this money. He thought Government

Agreed to. House was quite large enough already
Railway Workshops, Fremantle, £2,000; Ifor the salary which the Governor re-

Court House and Magistrates Quarters, ceived.
Gascoyne, £1,500: THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

Agreed to, without comment. 'WORKS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said bie
Mandurah Breakwater, £1,300: had been told by the select committee
THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC that the intention always had been to

WORKS (Honr. J. A. Wrighit) said that have a banqueting hall. There would be
nothing could be decided with reference very little money left for decoration or
to this work until he bad visited the other improvements.
locality and decided upon what was best MR. BURT said it certainly was never
to be done. He might state that,, when intended that the money should go to
Sir John Coode was here, he had a build an entrance lodge. This was the
conversation with him on the subject, first time he had ever heard that ex-
and that Sir John considered that the pression used in the House.
amount set apart for the work was THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
totally insufficient to do what was re- WORKS (Hon. 3. A. Wright) said it
quired, and that unless proper funds would be neeessary shortly to pull down
were provided any work done might old Government House, and some pro-
possibly be more prejudicial than bene- vision would then have to he made to
ficial to the estuary. Under the circuin- accommodate the Governor's orderly and
stances, he thought this work might be coachman. It was estimated that a
allowed to stand over for the present. lodge would cost £650.

MR. PARKER thought it would be Progress was then reported, and leave
very injudicious on the part of the House given to sit again.
to agree to this expenditure at present,
as it might be money, simply thrown The House adjourned at a quarter to
away. six o'clock, P.M.

ME. BURT said it would be worse
than that, it might be most prejudicial
to the estuary, and, for his own part, he
should be prepared to wait until the
Director of Works bad an opportunity of
visiting the locality. Meanwhile he
hoped the money would be laid out at as
high a rate of interest as the Government
could get for it.

The recommendation of the committee
was then affirmed.

Government House and Domain, £22,500:
THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said the
committee had examined the designs for
an entrance lodge to Government House,
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